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Allegations of ATF bias go before court 


Unprecedented hearing by federal 
judges to examine stash house stings 


By JASON MEISNER 
AND ANNIE SWEENEY 
Chicago Tribune 


The drug stash house 
sting has been a bread-and- 
butter part of the federal 
law enforcement playbook 
for years. 


By dangling the promise 
of a big score, the US. 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives 


convinced hundreds of 


would-be robbers across 
the country that they were 


stealing large quantities of 


narcotics, only to find out 


the drugs were a figment of 
the government’s imagina- 
tion. 

But the strategy also has 
been controversial, sweep- 
ing up mostly African- 
American targets — some 
with only minor criminal 
backgrounds — and spark- 
ing allegations across the 
country of entrapment and 
racial profiling. With the 
way mandatory federal sen- 


tencing laws work, the 
stings have landed many 
defendants behind bars for 
decades or even life, even 
though the drugs never ex- 
isted. 

Now the legal battle is 
coming to a head in an 
unprecedented hearing at 
the Dirksen U.S. Court- 
house in Chicago before a 
panel of nine district judges 
overseeing a dozen separate 


cases involving more than 
40 defendants. 

The hearing, which has 
been four years in the mak- 
ing, will take place over two 
days in the courthouse’s 
large ceremonial court- 
room. As many as 30 de- 
fendants, their relatives and 
individual attorneys are ex- 
pected to attend, and an 
overflow courtroom has 
been set up to handle the 


anticipated crowd. 

“In my 46 years of prac- 
ticing law, I’ve never seen 
anything like this before,” 
attorney Richard Kling, 
who represents one of the 
defendants, told the Chi- 
cago Tribune this week. 

The testimony will focus 
on dueling experts who 
reached starkly different 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


OLIVIER DOULIERY/TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 


Donya Jackson said his desire to be a police officer ended when he and four others were pulled over in 2009. The offi- 
cer involved was ordered suspended for racial comments and an improper search. The punishment was overturned. 


COP DISCIPLINARY 
SYSTEM UNDERCUT 


Analysis: Grievance process since 
2010 has led to reduced or tossed 
punishments in 85% of cases 


By JENNIFER SMITH RICHARDS | Chicago Tribune 
AND JODI S. COHEN | ProPublica Illinois 


A secretive appeals sys- 
tem has been knocking 
down the punishments of 
Chicago police officers no 
matter how serious their 
misconduct, undercutting 
the results of lengthy inves- 


tigations and layers of re- 
view long after the public 
believes the cases were 
concluded. 

In the first examination 
of its kind, the Chicago 
Tribune and ProPublica 


Illinois found that 85 per- 
cent of disciplinary cases 
handled through the Chi- 
cago Police Department’s 
grievance process since 
2010 led to officers receiv- 
ing shorter suspensions or, 
in many cases, having their 
punishments overturned 
entirely. 

A suspension for 
punching a handcuffed ar- 
restee, all caught on cam- 
era? Negotiable. 

Discipline for making 
racially insensitive com- 


ments during a traffic stop? 
Tossed out and expunged 
from the record. 

Punishments for making 
false statements, an offense 
for which the department 
says it has zero tolerance? 
Those, too, were wiped 
away as if they never hap- 
pened. 

The result: the weak- 
ening of a police account- 
ability system that rarely 
finds fault with officers’ 
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Doctor 


Jury awards family 
$48 million over 
missteps in case 


By STEVE SCHMADEKE 
Chicago Tribune 


For five days, jurors 
heard how the state’s child 
protection system had re- 
peatedly failed Gizzell Ford, 
an 8-year-old girl found 
strangled, starved and bru- 
tally beaten inside her 
grandmother’s West Side 
apartment. 

They were “blown away” 
by crime scene photos and 
injury details, one juror 
said, so horrific the judge 
stopped opening state- 


TERRENCE ANTONIO JAMES/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
Dr. Norell Rosado leaves court after Wednesday’s verdict. 


ments in the Daley Center 
civil case last week after a 
juror began sobbing uncon- 
trollably. 

On Wednesday, they de- 


cided to send a strong mes- 
sage. After deliberating 
about two hours, jurors 
awarded $48 million to the 
girls family, finding that 


negligent 1 in girl’s death 


respected Chicago child- 
abuse pediatrician Dr. 
Norell Rosado had been 
medically negligent in his 
treatment of Gizzell just 
weeks before her 2013 mur- 
der. Rosado was part of a 
multidisciplinary team, in- 


cluding a Department of 


Children and Family Serv- 
ices investigator, that was 
evaluating the girl after an 
abuse report. 

Helen Ford, the girl’s 
paternal grandmother, is 
serving a life sentence for 
the torture slaying. 

“We just wanted justice 
for Gizzell, and in our eyes 
we got it? said her mother, 
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GOP leaders 
strike deal on 


tax revisions 


Democrats slam 
pact as Trump 
urges passage 


By Lisa MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Re- 
publican leaders on 
Wednesday agreed on a 
revised tax plan that 
would lower the corporate 
rate from 35 percent to 21 
percent and drop the top 
individual rate for the 
richest Americans to 37 
percent, according to GOP 
senators and others 
briefed on the deal. 

The tentative accord 
marked a significant step 
in the GOP push to have a 
tax bill on President Don- 
ald Trump’s desk by 
Christmas. Leaders did 
not release the details of 
the compromise or text of 
a final bill as negotiations 
continued. 

“It’s critically impor- 
tant for Congress to 


quickly pass these historic 
tax cuts? Trump said 
Wednesday, promising 
Americans could begin to 
reap the benefits of the 
plan as early as February, if 
passed. 

Critics, however, said 
the latest changes — par- 
ticularly the lowering of 
the top individual rate 
from the current 39.6 per- 
cent — reaffirmed several 
independent analyses that 
show the bulk of the 
savings from the GOP plan 
will go to businesses and 
the wealthy. 

“How’s it going to help 
the middle class?” asked 
Sen. Chuck Schumer, the 
Democratic leader in the 
Senate. 

The plan will also in- 
clude the Senate provision 
that will repeal the Oba- 
macare requirement that 
Americans buy health in- 
surance. 

Even some Republicans 
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ANALYSIS 


Trump’s job just 
got a lot tougher 


Moore's loss in Ala. 
points to limits of 
president’s reach 


By NOAH BIERMAN 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump’s 
margin of support — 
among the American peo- 
ple and in Congress — was 
already thin. After Tues- 
day’s defeat in Alabama, it 
is decidedly thinner, more 
than the loss of one Re- 
publican senator’s vote 
would suggest. 

The win by Democrat 
Doug Jones over Republi- 
can Roy Moore in one of 
the nation’s reddest states 
demonstrated both the 
limits of Trump’s power to 
help the Republican Party 
in key congressional races 
and the potential for 
Democrats to rally voters 
against one of the least 
popular presidents in 
modern history. 

It will also mean Re- 
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Republicans want to wrap 
up their tax plan before 
Doug Jones is sworn in. 


publicans have one less 
vote to spare in the Senate, 
where a 51-49 majority 
will make passing major 
legislation even more dif- 
ficult than it has been in 
Trump’s rocky first year, 
absent compromises with 
emboldened Democrats. 
Those Republicans 
who remain will have 
more motivation and lev- 
erage to decide what’s best 
for their own political fu- 
tures, rather than 
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Deputy AG defends Mueller probe 


Rod Rosenstein pushed back strongly against accusa- 
tions by Republicans that the Russia investigation is 
infected with partisan bias. Nation & World, Page Tl 


ey Tom Skilling’s forecast High29 Low20 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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